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APPROPRIATION (RECURRENT 2020–21) BILL 2020 
APPROPRIATION (CAPITAL 2020–21) BILL 2020 

Estimates Committees A and B Reports and Minutes — Presentation 
MS J.M. FREEMAN (Mirrabooka) [3.38 pm]: I rise on behalf of the Deputy Speaker to present to the 
Legislative Assembly the reports and minutes from Estimates Committees A and B. 
[See papers 3939 and 3940.] 

Estimates Committee A Report — Adoption 
The ACTING SPEAKER (Ms M.M. Quirk): The question is — 

That the report of Estimates Committee A be adopted. 
MS J.M. FREEMAN (Mirrabooka) [3.39 pm]: I rise to say a few words. There is a saying in this place that the 
estimates hearings are for the opposition and that endeavoured effort and research will result in questions that deliver 
for the opposition. We have some statistics that demonstrate the opportunity that was given. In total, 930 questions 
were asked. The opposition asked 246 questions and 644 further questions. The government asked 34 questions 
and six further questions. That means that the opposition asked 96 per cent of the questions while the government 
asked four per cent. Estimates Committee A sat over three days from 9.00 am to 10.00 pm. I will get to Estimates 
Committee B’s statistics in a moment. On Tuesday, Estimates Committee A sat for 10 hours and 50 minutes, on 
Wednesday it sat for 10 hours and 33 minutes and on Thursday it sat for 10 hours and 36 minutes. The examination 
took place over a total of 31 hours and 59 minutes. It is very unusual for this house to sit for such long periods of time 
over three days—basically from 9.00 am to 10.00 pm—and Parliament needs to be congratulated for managing 
the logistics behind that. Estimates Committee A had 29 supplementary information requests—A1 to A29—and 
all supplementary information answers have now been received. 
While on my feet, I particularly want to thank the parliamentary research officer Alice Jones, who is relieving the 
Speaker’s assistant, for her very hard work on the Chair roster and for coping with the many changes to ensure that 
the Chairs were in their place to commence the estimates hearings and ensure that they continued. As one could 
imagine, there are many demands on people’s time during the estimates process, particularly given that it was held 
towards the end of this year, which is unusual. Alice’s work in coordinating the roster is really valued, as was the 
work of the Deputy Speaker, the member for Maylands, Lisa Baker. I want to note their great work. 
I want to thank all the Chairs for their work. It is an interesting task being a Chair. I want to thank the members and 
the ministers also. On the whole, things went very smoothly. I particularly thank the clerks for their good and impartial 
advice over that time and the work that they did. It was very important. I want to place on record our appreciation 
and our regard for the public sector advisers who came into these chambers to assist the ministers to give full and 
relevant answers to the questions. They do a lot of work in preparation for the estimates committee. If any of the 
questions are referred to one of the public sector officers to answer, one can almost see the pleasure that they get 
from being able to give a good and concise answer that reveals the facts of what is in the budget and the good work 
that their agency is doing. Their effort and care is very much appreciated. 
The arrangements for Estimates Committee B to be held in the Legislative Assembly committee rooms were not 
ideal. I had the experience of being a Chair in both the chamber and the committee room. From the point of view of 
chairing, it is a much easier process to chair in this place. I have often thought that this is an adversarial environment 
because we are so separated from each other, but the close confines in which Estimates Committee B was held made 
it difficult in particular to seat the advisers at the table to assist their minister. 
I will just go through Estimate Committee B’s statistics — 
The ACTING SPEAKER (Ms M.M. Quirk): Member, as I understand it, we need to adopt the Estimates Committee A 
report first. 
Ms J.M. FREEMAN: I could speak on Estimates Committee B and then I will not stand again if Madam Acting 
Speaker would like me to—but, yes, we can adopt the report on Estimates Committee A and then I will talk about 
the statistics for Estimates Committee B. 
The ACTING SPEAKER: The question is that Estimates Committee A be adopted. 
MR D.R. MICHAEL (Balcatta) [3.44 pm]: As members may remember, it is traditional at this time for the 
government Whip to give a highlight package of what happened during the estimates process. As a result of the 
COVID-19 pandemic this year, estimates has been a little different with the committees being held in here and 
in the committee rooms across the way. Everything has been a little different and the process has been held in an 
unusual time of the year. This all started with the estimates management committee meeting, which lasted for a whole 
45 seconds. I know that it was the first estimates management committee meeting that the members for Roe and 
Dawesville attended. I assume that the member for Carine attended one when he was government Whip. 

https://www.parliament.wa.gov.au/publications/tabledpapers.nsf/displaypaper/4013939aaf315f9f243803dd482586160010adf8/$file/3939.pdf
https://www.parliament.wa.gov.au/publications/tabledpapers.nsf/displaypaper/4013940a63e8137944978da5482586160010ae1e/$file/3940.pdf
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Mr A. Krsticevic: Many, many. 
Mr D.R. MICHAEL: That is right, the member has attended one before—or maybe not! It took us 45 seconds to 
agree on the timetable. Members might like to know that there was a slight panic at the end of that committee meeting 
when the Leader of the House was unable to open the Clerk’s door. When members could not get out of the office, 
all their eyes widened at the thought of possibly not getting to the dining room for lunch. 
I will move on to estimates week. Usually this is Christmas for the opposition, but like the last three years, again, 
Santa did not appear down the chimney. Here are some of the highlights of the week to save members from wading 
through the pages of the opposition stealing dorothy dixers from the government. On the first day in this chamber, 
we started off with the Parliamentary Services Department, which I took a keen interest in. There were some 
very good questions from the members for Scarborough and Dawesville on the Parliament’s website project and 
a Trojan breach on the Parliament’s server. A Trojan attack, especially for a government institution, is obviously 
a very scary thing, but I suppose the good news is that given the way that Parliament’s databases, website and intranet 
are organised, artificial intelligence would have to get to a technological singularity before anyone could make 
any sort of sense out of the information! 
Mr Z.R.F. Kirkup interjected. 
Mr D.R. MICHAEL: I thought that the member for Dawesville would like that. While I am talking about the member 
for Dawesville, he also found out about an unfunded plan to refurbish members’ offices at around $10 000 a pop 
in this building—obviously they are not going to Ikea. There were some probing questions about the septic tank 
bollards. Who would have thought that school buses may not have been able to get through! I was surprised that there 
were no questions on the Parliament’s top-notch wi-fi system. Perhaps next year that will happen when the seemingly 
unlimited supply of asphalt has run out around the building. 
We then had the division on the Governor’s Establishment. Usually the government advisers for this division have 
to sit around all day only to have their appropriation waived through at the end of the day. But for the second year 
in a row, there were lots of questions on this division—some of which were on budgets from two years ago, which 
I know caused a little bit of trouble in the committee—on the staffing and maintenance of Government House. They 
were almost nasty questions. I know that there are some closet republicans on the opposite side and, again, I look 
forward to them joining the Australian Republic Movement—republic.org.au. 
At one point during the division on defence and tourism, the member for Swan Hills had to defend herself as not 
having anarchist tendencies as the committee did get a little crazy a few times. I will give special mention here to 
the Chairs. She knows. The Minister for Defence Issues is not here, but the members for Mirrabooka and Warnbro 
had their passion for meeting procedures on full display and got more media — 
Mr V.A. Catania: Is that what you call it? 
Mr D.R. MICHAEL: Thanks to the member for North West Central, they both got more media from a friendly 
exchange of views than the opposition got in the entire week. 
The division on local government was pretty subdued this year compared with previous years when the minister had to 
deal with the blistering attack from the member for Carine. I do not know whether the minister has read Hansard yet, 
but it was unable to record him on several occasions when he is normally reasonably boisterous and sometimes lyrical. 
The minister is recorded a couple of times in Hansard as being inaudible, which is very subdued for the minister. 
Mr D.A. Templeman: I have been hiding something. 
Mr D.R. MICHAEL: There was an exception a little later on when the minister told the committee that there was 
to be one more question and then the Chair, the member for Girrawheen, asked him who had died and made him 
the Chair! 
I note that the member for Moore and the member for Nedlands spent quite some time on issues around the very 
excellent puppy farming legislation. Given the shameful view of both parties to not support that legislation, I found 
it a little odd that they spent a lot of time on it in estimates. 
On Wednesday, there was again not much excitement. I note that in the examination of the Treasurer’s portfolios, 
through no fault of the Treasurer, who gave complete answers and waved off government members from asking any 
questions of him, the members for Bateman and Riverton quite frequently descended into more of a chat or discussion 
with the Treasurer, which ate up valuable minutes. Quite often, there were more words used in the questions than 
in the answers from the Treasurer, which I found very interesting. 
Over the road in committee B, the Minister for Child Protection showed great patience and restraint in dealing with 
the member for Carine, who constantly interrupted her answers. That is nothing new. Very late in the night, the 
opposition again showed its lack of interest in TAFE by leaving only 15 minutes for questions. 
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I make particular mention of the Chair at the time, who I am pretty sure was the member for Wanneroo, for suspending 
the committee for a five-minute comfort break, which was recorded in Hansard as going from 11.01 am to 11.17 am—
well done, member for Wanneroo! 
On Thursday in this chamber, the always impressive Minister for Transport dealt with the nasty opposition and their 
lack of ability to read the budget. I do like the member for Vasse, but she is going to get a couple of mentions here. 
She was meant to still be Whip with me, but she is not anymore. As we heard in question time today, the member 
for Vasse asked several times for supplementary information on Metronet to be provided, when that information was 
actually contained in budget paper No 3. I was getting concerned that the minister might just photocopy a page of 
the budget and submit it as supplementary information! 
I also noted that, very strangely, there were several mentions of Hugh Jones in that day’s estimates, which I thought 
was very odd. I know he is working very hard for the people of Darling Range. We, like many local residents, look 
forward to him joining us in this place. 

The member for Vasse also got a little confused between the automatic train control project and the radio systems 
replacement project, which caused a bit of consternation in the committee. The minister had to state where these 
projects were listed in the budget papers. As we heard again today, the minister will answer questions but she will 
not teach members how to read budget papers. 

There were a lot more minor tiffs and stuff-ups, but none worthy of mention here today. 

On a serious note, I have a couple of thankyous, just to follow on from the member for Mirrabooka. I thank 
Rebecca Neilson and her team for coordinating the timetable, which is a complicated game of Tetris. I thank the 
Deputy Speaker and all Chairs for their patience and long hours. Obviously, I thank Parliament staff in the chamber 
and the building. I thank Hansard staff, who effectively had to deal with a third chamber for that week, given that 
the upper house was sitting. I thank ministers and their staff. I also thank opposition members and the LOOP staff 
for their research, briefing notes and drafting of questions. That is something I did for many years, so I obviously 
know the hard work that goes into that for both governments and oppositions. To the Leader of the House, the manager 
of opposition business and both opposition Whips, thank you for your cooperation. Finally, I thank my whip assistant, 
Benedict Xavier Coates, for out-spreadsheeting me in coordinating the backbench rosters. I did not think that anyone 
could ever do that, but he did, so thank you. 

MR D.A. TEMPLEMAN (Mandurah — Leader of the House) [3.53 pm]: I take the opportunity, as Leader of 
the House, to make some very brief comments on the report of the estimates committees. Obviously, I look forward 
every year to the meeting of the high-powered committee that sets up the estimates committees, as we gather in the 
Clerk’s office to ensure the smooth operation of estimates. These were the nineteenth estimates committees that 
I have been involved in. I have been involved in various forms, both as opposition Whip and government Whip, 
as minister and as an Acting Speaker. I think I have served every role there is, except for Hansard, and I would be 
useless at that! 

Estimates this year was an interesting experience because, of course, the COVID-19 pandemic interfered with the 
normal budget process, which would have been delivered in May and we would have had estimates in May. 
I appreciate the forbearance of members with committee B being held in the parliamentary committee rooms, because 
that did cause some challenges. We also had to appropriately social distance along COVID lines in that place. 

I have been a keen observer of estimates for the period that I have been in this place. One thing that I think is important 
is the statistics that the member for Mirrabooka highlighted. I do not think I have heard a similar statistic before—
that 96 per cent of questions were asked by the opposition. From memory, that is one of the highest levels in my time 
here and I think it demonstrates very clearly that the opposition had very much the run of the field in being able to 
ask questions. I will let other people judge whether they hit their target! It was interesting to note that the most exciting 
and newsworthy item was in fact two government members enjoying some banter. 

I will highlight the important job of the Whips. I am very proud of the member for Balcatta for his role as Whip. 
I know we have had changes to the opposition Whip over the four years. The role of Whip is very important, as 
they ensure that the committees are able to function effectively, with the appropriate number of members to 
form a quorum. That is, indeed, very important. I congratulate all involved. I also wish to mirror the comments 
of the member for Balcatta about Rebecca Neilson, who does a tremendous job in supporting me, as Leader of 
the House, in putting together the timetables for both the committees and ensuring that the resourcing and 
membership of those committees is delivered in a timely way. The contribution of members in the committees is 
very much appreciated. 

MR Z.R.F. KIRKUP (Dawesville) [3.56 pm]: I rise on behalf of the opposition, in my capacity as manager of 
opposition business, to speak to the report that has been tabled by the member for Mirrabooka. The member for 
Mirrabooka may say that estimates is the time for the opposition to ask questions, but I can tell her now that it is 
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not a time for the opposition to get answers from the government! Whilst a significant number of questions were 
asked—1 753 in total—and 96 per cent of the questions asked in estimates committee A were asked by the opposition, 
I suggest that we did not get a similar level of fulsome answers from government members and those who occupy 
the treasury bench. 

The estimates process is always an extraordinary time for oppositions to inquire and ask questions about how the 
government is going with its finances and other matters. It is also a good time to judge the calibre of ministers who 
present the answers. More often than not, we find that ministers who have no or little capacity typically refer and 
try to get many more dorothy dixers through than those who have capacity. It is a credit to the Treasurer that whilst 
there were undoubtedly dorothys prepared for his team, he waved them off and let the government bear the full brunt 
from the opposition, rather than getting a rest break from some members of his own team. I think some members 
have continued to operate in a similar way. 

Mr V.A. Catania: The Minister for Sport and Recreation did the same. 

Mr P.J. Rundle: He’s sound asleep! 

Mr V.A. Catania: Wake up! I’m complimenting you. 

Mr Z.R.F. KIRKUP: Minister, you are about to get a rare compliment from the member for North West Central. 
Mr V.A. Catania: I just said that you were very good; you took all those questions. 
Mr Z.R.F. KIRKUP: There we go! 
Mr M.P. Murray: I would like to make a comment about someone else who could not read the budget, but I will 
leave it at that. And someone walked out very early. 
Mr Z.R.F. KIRKUP: I had the opportunity to ask questions of the Premier, the Deputy Premier and the Treasurer 
in his capacity as Minister for Aboriginal Affairs, and I spent some time with the member for Vasse and the member 
for Darling Range in the Minister for Transport’s estimates, because I often find that how the minister responds to 
questions is quite instructive. At times, she gives some interesting responses to the member for Vasse in particular. 
Nonetheless, I think it is a reflection of our capacity as the opposition to ask so many questions. That speaks to the 
strength of the team here in the Liberal and National Parties. Of course, we are a very small team on this side of 
the house. 
Ms S.E. Winton: It will only get smaller. 
Mr Z.R.F. KIRKUP: Indeed, member for Wanneroo; this side of the house will get smaller when she loses her seat!  
I think we will see a reduction in the number of government members occupying seats on this side of the house, 
because that will not happen. We will not see the member for Wanneroo here again. I am sorry, but that was her last 
estimates hearings. She chaired relatively well, for whatever it is worth. The reduced size of the opposition team 
made it difficult, but I wish to compliment the member for Carine who, in his capacity as opposition Whip, made 
sure that each opposition member served a minimum number of hours and ensured that across the board we were 
all doing the heavy lifting. 
Undoubtedly, the COVID arrangements made it very difficult. The member for Balcatta raised the issue that the third 
chamber was a difficult operation. I hope it will not be repeated in the future. Although I spent only a small amount 
of time in committee B, filling in for the member for Carine whilst he was at a meeting, I found it a particularly 
difficult place. It is ironic that the chamber was set up to ensure maximum social distancing for committee A, but 
evidently COVID-19 posed no risk to committee B, because everyone was stacked in together in the Assembly 
offices. I saw better social distancing at the Hot Dub concert than in committee B. Nonetheless, we found ourselves — 
Mr P.A. Katsambanis: Which concert? 
Mr Z.R.F. KIRKUP: The Hot Dub Time Machine. It was a recent festival, member for Hillarys. 
[Interruption.] 
Mr Z.R.F. KIRKUP: I suspect that is the minister’s phone. 
I note, as other members have reflected, in committee B the government’s least popular minister teed off against the 
government’s most effective Chair, in my friend the member for Mirrabooka. I would like to compliment the member 
for Mirrabooka on her continued capacity to chair hearings. I find that when she is in the chair, we whip through 
questions expeditiously. Even when members might miss the call, she moves on. It is not the same sense of generosity 
we might otherwise see from the Speaker. I appreciate her continued stewardship of estimates hearings A and B. 
I thank all Chairs who did so. 
Mr V.A. Catania: She’ll make a great Speaker one day. 
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Mr Z.R.F. KIRKUP: I suspect she would make an outstanding Speaker, member for North West Central. 
Outside of that, I would like to follow on from the government Whip in thanking Rebecca Neilson and her team 
at the Department of the Premier and Cabinet for their work on the aptly called “puzzle” of putting together our 
estimate hearings schedule. I would like to thank Blair Stratton in the Leader of the Opposition’s office for his similar 
support to the opposition Whip and me. I again thank the member for Carine for his continued support and all 
members of the Liberal Party team for continuing to do quite a bit of work to ensure that we hold this government 
to account. I thank the Chairs—I have already reflected on the member for Mirrabooka’s contribution—and all 
who helped and contributed. Indeed, I think the member for Vasse was the only opposition Chair during the 
estimates hearings. 
Several members interjected. 
Mr Z.R.F. KIRKUP: I stand corrected; it was the member for Vasse and the member for Geraldton. 
Ms L. Mettam: Probably not the member for Vasse. 
Mr Z.R.F. KIRKUP: Just the member for Geraldton. The member for Vasse makes such an impression on me that 
I assume she is everywhere. With that, I will finish my contribution, but not before thanking the Clerk, Deputy Clerk 
and all the support team in the chamber and the bills and papers office, who continue to do great work, even when 
being disparaged by a minister in committee B. I think they do a great job and we are very lucky to have their support. 
With that, I commend the report presented in this house by the member for Mirrabooka. 

MR P.J. RUNDLE (Roe) [4.03 pm]: On behalf of the Nationals WA, I would like to make some brief comments 
about the member for Mirrabooka. I think the Mexican stand-off between the member for Mirrabooka and the 
Minister for Tourism was an outstanding early highlight of the estimates process. Our member for North West Central 
was thrown into the unlikely role of peacemaker. As I said, that was an early highlight. I was a bit concerned today 
that the member for Warnbro had a long list of education questions and that we would need to recommence activities. 
On behalf of the Nationals, I would like to thank Bec Neilson for the early work done on the timetable and the like. 
It is quite a complex arrangement and she did an excellent job. I would like to thank our parliamentary officers, public 
sector advisers, clerks, Hansard and everyone who was involved. They were long nights. I would like to thank the 
Chairs and our LOOP staff who did a great job. Obviously, another highlight was the reduced number of dorothy 
dixers this year. That was excellent and it enabled the opposition to have a bit more time to question some of the 
ministers. I think that is a move in the right direction. I also thank my Nationals team. We are a small team, but 
we attended all the committee hearings. Well done, team. I thank all involved. 
MR A. KRSTICEVIC (Carine) [4.05 pm]: It would be inappropriate for me, as opposition Whip, not to say a few 
words. I am not sure how many members were called during the estimates process; maybe the member for 
Mirrabooka could shed some light on that. 
Ms J.M. Freeman: I don’t think I called anyone, member for Carine. If you got called, you got called by other Chairs. 
Mr A. KRSTICEVIC: I was just wondering whether that was recorded statistically anywhere. Now that the member 
for Mirrabooka has spoken up, I would obviously like to thank her for the great work she did chairing the hearings. 
The day after the incident with the Minister for Tourism, I was leaving an estimates hearing and the Minister for 
Tourism was coming in to represent the Minister for Education and Training, I think. Of course, I saw that the 
member for Mirrabooka was in the chair and thought, “I’m not leaving.” I hung around for another five minutes to 
see how the session started and whether things were going to fire up again, but they did not. I think that the Minister 
for Tourism knew that he had bitten off too much to chew the day before and decided to pull back. I think that was 
a very smart decision. 
I would like to acknowledge the great work of the members of the opposition and the difficulty of a small team trying 
to fill a large number of hours of hearings. I can honestly say that not one complaint or issue was raised with me 
about the scheduling of the estimates hearings and the number of hours given for each portfolio. People were backing 
each other up when they had to go across the road from committee A to committee B. I was concerned at one stage 
because a number of members had to cross over during sessions, but it all worked smoothly in the end. 
The opposition asked 94 per cent of questions in committee A and I think 97 per cent in committee B. I spent most 
of my time in committee B. I did not feel that I got 97 per cent of the questions, but that was probably just the sessions 
I was in. I want to acknowledge the parliamentary secretary and ministers I was in sessions with. I spent some time 
with the member for Baldivis and we had some robust discussions on domestic violence and other such issues. 
I think he did a great job to answer the questions asked of him. He was probably the best of the three. 
Mr Z.R.F. Kirkup: Who? 
Mr A. KRSTICEVIC: The member for Baldivis was probably the best of the three that I was with. The Minister 
for Housing was second. I think he did a very good job as well. Then, obviously, unfortunately, the Minister for 
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Community Services came a long way back in third place, but I did not expect anything different from those 
three situations. 
Obviously, it was difficult trying to get answers. I noticed that the ministers in the sessions that I was in were not 
very keen to take supplementary questions. As a matter of fact, they very much avoided them and encouraged us to 
lodge questions on notice. Of course, with the amount of time it takes to process a question on notice, none would 
have been answered during this term of Parliament; they would have just disappeared off the system. It was a bit 
disappointing that questions were batted away when answers could have been given. 
During the hearing with the Minister for Housing, the minister answered my questions that came under the portfolio 
of the Minister for Community Services. It was great that he went into uncharted territory in some respects. He 
was also able to clarify the smoke and mirrors that the Minister for Community Services has put up on some issues. 
It was great to get more information ultimately. I found it to be a successful process in that respect. 
Obviously, I want to thank the parliamentary staff and all the advisers. Sometimes the situation they find themselves 
in can be a little difficult for them. Ultimately, a lot of useful information was gathered through that process, albeit 
members of the government may not have picked up on some of that. I thank everybody again and I look forward 
to being involved in the estimates process from the government benches after the next election. 
Question put and passed. 

Estimates Committee B Report — Adoption 
The ACTING SPEAKER (Ms M.M. Quirk): The question is — 

That the report of Estimates Committee B be adopted. 

MS J.M. FREEMAN (Mirrabooka) [4.11 pm]: I will quickly go through the Estimates Committee B statistics. 
A total of 823 questions were asked. The opposition asked 145 questions and 631 further questions. The government 
asked 40 questions and seven further questions. The opposition asked 94 per cent of the questions and the government 
asked six per cent. Estimates were examined in committee B over three days from 9.00 am to 10.00 pm. Examination 
took place over a total of 31 hours and 53 minutes. Committee B had 16 supplementary information requests—
B1 to B16. All supplementary information for committee B was received by the due date.  

MR W.R. MARMION (Nedlands — Deputy Leader of the Opposition) [4.12 pm]: I will not speak for very long. 
I was across the road for all my sessions in Estimates Committee B, but I think it probably would have been better 
in this chamber. I want to make a brief comment. I think the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister for Environment 
did quite a good job. If he did not know the answers, he referred the questions to his advisers. I thought that was 
a good way to handle the situation. I will not give him a mark out of 10, but it would probably be a higher mark than 
those of the other ministers in my sessions. 

I asked some questions of the Minister for Local Government; Heritage and I got the supplementary information 
by the due date. I have gone through that information and they were quite comprehensive answers by the department, 
so I am pleased with that outcome. 

I must say that I was a bit disappointed with the Minister for Water. His approach was to try to answer every question 
himself, even if he did not know the answer and the departmental officers might have been able to provide it. 

Mr P.J. Rundle interjected. 

Mr W.R. MARMION: That is right. He did not give them permission to answer the question. I tested the minister 
on a very simple question about the gigalitre take for the West Canning Basin aquifer. I had a rough idea of the 
answer, but the take might have increased since I was Minister for Water. He thought it was a silly question to ask. 
I asked whether it was 10, 20, 30 or 50 gigalitres now. I said that maybe the minister could ask the director general 
whether he could answer the question. As it turned out, the minister eventually did that, and the director general was 
a little embarrassed because he did not know the answer. I give credit to the director general, Mike Rowe, because 
when I was at the W.S. Lonnie Awards on Monday with the member for Maylands, the director general, who chaired 
the awards, said that the answer was 50 gigalitres and apologised for not knowing the answer during the estimates 
hearing. I just wanted to highlight that. 

Acting Speaker (Ms M.M. Quirk), you were the Chair of one of the sessions and I thought you did a rather good job 
considering what I had seen on TV the day before. I agree with you; I think the environment was not conducive to 
chairing the hearings in a strong manner; the hearings were a bit less formal and were harder for Chairs to control. 
I think you did a tremendous job of making sure that ministers tried to answer the questions and did not give answers 
that were too lengthy. 

In all, I was happy that I got answers to most of my supplementary questions. Again, the Minister for Water had 
suggested that I put the questions on notice, even though we all knew that there was no time to get the answers back. 
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Ms Janine Freeman; Mr David Michael; Mr David Templeman; Mr Zak Kirkup; Mr Peter Rundle; Mr Tony 

Krsticevic; Mr Bill Marmion 

 [7] 

How do we improve the process? That is a good question to delve into. It was a very simple question and had nothing 
to do with policy but was about dollars and cents, so I do not see why the minister could not have asked the chief 
financial officer or the director general to provide the answer. 

Question put and passed. 
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